REGISTERED No. D-(D)-72 



Whereas Parliament is not in session and the President is satisfied 
that circumstances exist which render it necessary for him to take 
immediate action; 

Now, therefore, in exercise of the powers conferred by clause (1) of 
article 123 of the Constitution, the President is pleased to promulgate the 
following Ordinance: — 


1. (1) This Ordinance may be called the pelhi Land Holdings 
(Ceiling) Amendment Ordinance, 1975. 

( 2 ) It shall come into force at once. 
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2. During the period of operation of this Ordinance, the Delhi Land 
Holdings (Ceiling) Act, 1960 (hereinafter referred to as the principal 
Act), shall have effect subject to the amendments specified in sections 3 
to 14 (both inclusive). 


3. In section 1 of the principal Act, in sub-section (2),— 

(a) in clause (b), for the words “owned by the Central Govern¬ 
ment”, the words “owned and held by the Central Government or 
any State Government” shall be substituted; 

(b) in clause (b), the word “and” occurring at the end shall be 
omitted and after that clause, the following clause shall be inserted, 
namely: — 

“(bb) the areas owned and held by any corporation owned 
or controlled by the Central Government;”; 

(c) for clause (c), the following clauses shall be substituted, 
namely: — 

‘(c) the areas acquired under any law relating to the ac¬ 
quisition of land for a public purpose; 

(d) the areas held and occupied, on the appointed day, for 
the purpose of a goshala or for the purpose of breeding, or feed¬ 
ing, or both, of horses, and, in either case, declared as such in the 
prescribed manner by the Chief Commissioner: 

Provided that, no declaration under this clause shall be made 
by the Chief Commissioner in respect of an area held and occupied 
for the purpose of a goshala unless the goshala has been establish¬ 
ed for a charitable purpose without any motive for profit and 
registered as a society under the Societies Registration Act, 1860 21 ofl9^0i 
and the entire income from such area is utilised for the pqrpqsQ 
of the goshala: 

Provided further that, when any area or any part thereof 
ceases to be held and occupied for the purpose referred to in' this 
clause any declaration made under this clause, shall cease to 
have effect either in whole or in part, as the case may be, and the 
provisions of this Act shall apply to the whole or part of such 
area accordingly; and 

(e) the areas owned and held by any agricultural co-opera¬ 
tive land mortgage bank, any State or Central Co-operative 
Bank or any other bank. 

Explanatioriu— For the purpose of this clause, “bank*’ means 
a banking company as defined in section 5 of the Banking Re¬ 
gulation Act, 1949 and includes the State Bank of India consti- 10 of 1949. 
tuted under the State Bank of India Act, 1955, a subsidiary bank 23 of 1955. 
as defined in the State Bank of India (Subsidiary Banks) Act, 

1959, a corresponding new bank as defined in the Banking Cbm- 38 of 1959 . 
panies (Acquisition and Transfer of Undertakings) Act, 1970 5 of 1970. 
and the Agricultural Refinance Corporation constituted tinder the 10 of 1963. 
Agricultural Refinance Corporation Act, 1963.’. 
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4. In section 2 of the principal Act,— 

(а) clause (a) shall be re-lettered as clause ( aa ) and before that 
Clause as so re-lettered, the following clause shall be inserted, 
riamely: — 

‘ (a) “appointed day” means the 24th day of Jdnuaryj 1971;’; 

(б) fbr clause (d), the following clause shall be substituted, 
hamely: — 

‘(d) “family'’, in relation to a person, means the person, tvifd 
or husband, as the case may be, and the minor sdns and uniriarried 
inindr daughters of such persdn;’! 

(c) after clause (e), the following clauses shall be inserted, 
namely: — 

‘(efe) “orchard" means a compact area of land, having fruit 
bearing trees grown thereon in such number that they preclude, 
or when fully grown, would preclude, a substantial part of such 
land from being used for any agricultural purpose, but does not 
include any land, being a banana or guava garden or vine yard; 

(eee) “person” includes a company, family, association or 
other body of individuals, whether incorporated or not, and any 
institution capable of holding property;’; 

(d) in clause ( h ), the words “standard acre" shall be omitted. 

5. For section 3 of the principal Act, the following section shall be 
substituted, namely: — 


“3. (2) Subject to the provisions of this section, on and from 
the commencement of the Delhi Land Holdings (Ceiling) Amendment 
Ordinance, 1975, no person either by himself or, if he has a family, 
together with any other member of his family (hereinafter referred 
to as the person representing the family) shall, whether as a Bhumi- 
dhar or an Asami or partly in one capacity and partly in another, be 
entitled to hold land in excess of— 

(a) (i) 7.25 hectares, in the case of land which is assured 
of irrigation from a private source of irrigation and is capable of 
yielding at least two crops in a year; or 

(ii) 5.8 hectares, in the case of land which is assured of 
irrigation from a Government source of irrigation and is capable 
of yielding at least two crops in a year; or 

(b) (i) 10.9 hectares, in the case of land which is assured of 
irrigation from a private source of irrigation and is capable of 
yielding at least one crop in a year; or 

(ii) 8.7 hectares in the case of land which is assured of irri¬ 
gation from a Government source of irrigation and is capable of 
yielding at least one crop in a year; or 
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(c) 21.8 hectares, in the case of any other land, including an 
orchard. 

(2) Where a person holds land falling under more than one 
category specified in sub-section (1), then, the land held by him 
shall be converted into land falling under category (c) and for the 
purpose of such conversion one hectare of land falling under cate¬ 
gory (a) (i) shall be treated as equal to 3 hectares of land falling 
under category (c), one hectare of land falling under category 
(a) (ii) shall be treated as equal to 3 75 hectares of land falling under 
category (c), one hectare of land falling under category (b) (i)j 
shall be treated as equal to 2 hectares of land falling under category 
(c) and one hectare of land falling under category (b)(ii) shall be 
treated as equal to 2.5 hectares of land falling under category (c); 
and the extent of the land as so converted together with the extent 
of the land, if any, falling under category (c) held by such person 
shall not exceed 21.8 hectares. 

(3) For the purposes of this section, land which is assured of 
irrigation from a Government, source of irrigation means any land 
which is irrigated, or is capable of being irrigated, from such source. 

(4) If any question whether any land is capable of yielding only 
one crop or more than one crop in a year arises, such question shall 
be decided by such authority and in such manner as may be prescribed 
and the decision of such authority thereon shall be final. 

(5) 1 Where the number of members of the family of a person 
exceeds five, he shall be entitled to hold land in excess of the ceiling 
limit to the extent of one-fifth of the ceiling limit for each member 
in excess of five; so, however, as not to exceed twice the ceiling limit 
in the aggregate. 

(6) Where a person is a member of a family the land held by 
such person together with the, land held by every other member of 
the family, whether individually or jointly, shall be taken into account 
in determining the ceiling limit. 

(7) A person representing a family shall also be entitled to hold 
land not exceeding the ceiling limit for each of his major sons, if 
any: 

Provided that the land, if any, held by such major son or, if he 
has a family, by any other member of his family shall be taken into 
account in determining the ceiling limit for the purposes of this sub¬ 
section. 

(S) Where a family holds land in excess of the ceiling limit and 
such land includes land held by the wife or the husband, then, the 
share of the wife or the husband, as the case may be, in the land that 
may be held by the family within the ceiling limit shall be in the 
same proportion as it was in the total extent of the land held by the 
family. 

(9) Where a person is a member of a registered co-operative 
farming society his share in the land held by such society shall be 
taken into account in calculating the ceiling limit in relation to such 
person.”. 
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■6. In section 4 of the principal Act, for the words, figures and letters Amend- 
“who at the commencement of this Act holds, or has at any, time during 
the period between the 10th day of February, 1959, and such commence- 4 
ment held," the words “who on the appointed day or at any time there¬ 
after held or holds,” shall be substituted. 

7. In section 6 of the principal Act, for sub-section (2), the following Amend- 

sub-seCtion shall be substituted, namely:— me " t of 

section 

“(2) For the purpose of determining tjie excess land under this 6 - 
section any land transferred by sale, gift or otherwise (other than a 
bona fide sale under a registered deed for valuable consideration) at 
any time during the period between the appointed day and the com¬ 
mencement of the Delhi Land Holdings (Ceiling) Amendment 
Ordinance, 1975, shall, notwithstanding such transfer, be deemed to 
be held by the transferor and the burden of proving the transfer 
by sale as bona fide shall be on the transferor.”. 

8 . For section 7 of the principal Act, the following sections shall be Substi- 

substituted, namely:— ^ 

sections 
for sec¬ 
tion 7. 

‘‘7. (I) Where any person transfers any land by sale, gift or Selec- 
otherwise (other than a bona fide sale under a registered deed for tion of 
valuable consideration) at any time during the period referred to ln 
in sub-section (2) of section 6, the excess land in relation to such cases of 
person shall be selected from out of the land held by him after such certain 
transfer and in case the entire excess land cannot be so selected, t rans - 
the balance, or, where no land is held by him after the transfer, the 
entire excess land, shall be selected out of the land hbld by the 
transferee: 


fers. 


Provided that where such person has transferred his land to more 
than one person, the balance or the entire excess land, as the case 
may be, shall be selected out of the iand held by each of the trans¬ 
ferees in the same proportion as the area of the land transferred to 
him bears to the total area of the land transferred to all the trans¬ 
ferees. 

(2) Where any excess land is selected out of the land transferred, 
the transfer of such land shall be void. 

7A. Notwithstanding anything contained in any other law, every Abate- 
suit for the specific performance of a contract for the transfer of ment of 
land, instituted after the appointed day and before the commence- certa ' n 
ment of the Delhi Land Holdings (Ceiling) Amendment Ordinance, sults, 
1975 shall abate and no suit for the specific performance of any such 
contract entered into before such commencement shall be main¬ 
tainable.”. 

ft In section 10 of the principal Act,— Amend 

(a) for sub-sections (1) and (2), the following sub-sections shall m .® nt 
be substituted, namely:— section iu. 

“(1) Where any excess land of a Bhumidhar vests in the 

Government, there shall be paid by the Government to the 
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Bhumidhar an amount calculated at the rates specified iii tile 
Table below, namely :—• 


THE TABLE 



Rates per hectare in rupees 

Glass of land 

For the 
first 3 
hectares 

Fot the 
next 3 
hectares 

— -i- ■ —__ 

For the 
remairirg 
area 

(a) Lard under assuredirrigation ar,d capable 
of yielding at least two crops in a year. 

5 >coo 

4,400 

4 ,oob 

( 6 ) Land under assured irrigation ar,d capable 
of yielding at least one crop in a year. 

2,500 

2 , 2 CO 

2*000 

(c) Any other land (including an orchard) 

I,2S0 

1,100 

i*ooo: 


Provided that where such excess land or any part thereof is 
in the possession of an Asami, the amount payable in respect of 
the land shall be apportioned between the Bhumidhar and the 
Asami in such proportion as may be determined by the compe¬ 
tent authority in the prescribed manner, having regard to their 
respective shares in the net income from such land. 

(2) In addition to the amount payable in respect of any 
excess land under subsection (1), there shall also be paid an 
amount in respect of any structure or building, including wells, 
tube-wells and embankments constructed on such excess land and 
such amount shall be fifty per cent, of the market value of such 
structure or building and shall be paid to the person who has 
constructed the structure or building.”; 


(b) in sub-section (3),— 

(i) for the word “compensation” where it occurs in the first 
place, the words “an amount” and-where it occurs in the second 
place, the word “amount” shall be substituted; 

(ii) for the words, brackets and figures “sub-section (4) of 
section 7”, the words, brackets and figures “sub-section (2) of 
section 7" shall be substituted; 


(c) in sub-section (4),— 

(i) for the words “the compensation”, the words ‘ the 
amount” shall be substituted, 

(ii) the words “as cojmpensation” shall be omitted; 


(d) in sub-section ( 5 ), for the word “compensation”, the words 
“the amount’’ shall be substituted; 

(e) in sub-section (6), the words “of compensation” shall be 

omitted. .. 

10 . In section 11 of the principal Act, for the word «eompe M ation 
erever it occurs, the word "amount" shall be substituted. 
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11, In section 16 of the principal Act, for the words “to such persons”, 
the woids and brackets “to such persons (preference being given to land¬ 
less agricultural labourers particularly those belonging to the Scheduled 
Castes or the Scheduled Tribes)” shall be substituted* 

12, In section 23 of the principal Act, in sub-section (1), for the words 
“shall be punishable with fine which may extend to one thousand 
rupees”, the words “shall be punishable with imprisonment for a term 
which may extend to six months and with fine which may extend to one 
thousand rupees” shall be substituted. 

33, Section 26 of the principal Act shall omitted, 

14, In section 27 of the principal Act,— 

(p) in sub-section (2),— 

(i) in clauses (p), ( h ) and (i), for the word ‘‘compensation”, 
the word “amount” shall be substituted; 

(ii) in clause (j), for the word “compensation”, the words 
“any amount” shall be substituted; 

(b) in sub-section (3), for the words “which may be com¬ 
prised in one session or in two successive sessions, and if, before the 
expiry of the session in which it is. so laid or the session imme¬ 
diately following”, the words “which may be comprised in one 
session or in two or more successive sessions, and if, before the 
expiry of the session immediately following the session or the 
successive sessions aforesaid” shall be substituted. 


15. (I) Subject to the provisions of sub-section ( 2 ), all proceedings 
relating to the determination of excess land and payment of amount 
therefor under the principal Act pending, immediately before the 
commencement of this Ordinance, before any authority shall be conti¬ 
nued and disposed of in accordance with the provisions of the principal 
Act as it stood immediately bdfore such commencement. 

(2) Nothing in sub-section (1) shall be deemed to entitle any person 
to hold after the commencement of this Ordinance, land in excess of the 
ceiling limit under the principal Act as amended by section 4 of this 
Ordinance and accordingly the provisions? of the principal Act as 
amended by this Ordinance shall, after such commencement, apply to 
such person in relation to such excess land. 

FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED, 
President 


K. K. SUNDARAM, 
Secy, to the Gont. of India, 
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